
Men’s Breakfast Guest Speaker: Leighton Ford
A Life of Faith and Service
The men of the church recently had the privilege of hearing Leighton Ford share stories from his long and meaningful life. Born in Canada and adopted at ten days old, Leighton grew up as an only child and did not learn of his adoption until age twelve. His adoptive mother, who hoped he would become a missionary, taught him to pray and to memorize Scripture—especially the 17th chapter of the Gospel of John.
At age fourteen, Leighton’s mother left the family due to emotional struggles. That same year, he discovered Youth for Christ, where he quickly became president of his local chapter. It was at one of these meetings that he met his future brother‑in‑law, Billy Graham, who encouraged him to apply to Wheaton College.
While at Wheaton, Leighton met Billy’s sister, Jean. On New Year’s Eve in 1953, he proposed to her at her home on Park Road. Jean later shared that she had prayed he would propose before the year ended—and he did, just in time.
Leighton later graduated from Columbia Seminary in Atlanta and was ordained at the First Presbyterian Church of Monroe as an evangelist. For the next 30 years he preached around the world, including throughout Canada.
Around age fifty, Leighton began Leighton Ford Ministries, now led by their son Kevin. The Ford family endured deep sorrow in 1981 when their son Sandy passed away following heart surgery. Leighton and Jean are also the parents of Debbie Gourley.
In the later years, Leighton has continued his ministry of mentoring emerging young leaders and evangelists worldwide, and also to writing books, painting, and writing poetry.
Leighton and Jean celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary in December 2023. Two months later, on February 29, 2024, Jean passed away following a stroke.
Because their former church felt so deeply tied to his life with Jean, Leighton sensed the need for a new worship home. He expressed gratitude for Westminster—its people, its music, and the faithful preaching of God’s Word. He joyfully shared that he is attending Sunday School now for the first time in eighty years—and loving it.
As any good Presbyterian minister might, Leighton shaped his remarks around Jesus’s words in John 10, focusing on the image of Jesus as the Gate—the One who opens and closes the gates in our lives. We are deeply thankful that Leighton is spending this season of his story with us, offering wisdom, humility, and a life shaped by God’s grace.

